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Paſſed by the Great and General Court or Aſſembly 
of His Majeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay 
in New-England: Begun and held at Cambridge, in 
the County of Midalęſex, upon Wedneſday the 
twenty-ninth Day of May, 1771; and then conti- 
nued by ſeveral Prorogations unto Wedneſday that. 


” 
* * 


„ 
: 


42 


eighth Day of April following, and then met. , ; 

- | V . 

An Act to Supply the Treaſury with the Sum of 
eight Thouſand five Hundred Pounds. $9 


1 there was no Proviſion made by this Court at their 


— 


$ laſt Seſſion for Support of Government for the then enſuing Tear; 
Y and whereas the T reaſurer has repreſented to this Court that he Preumble. 
; IE has a ſufficiency in the Treaſury for that pur poſe which is not appro- 
i priat ed. N 
' Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Houſe of Re- 
4 preſentatives, That the Treaſurer be and he hereby is directed and im- 
powered to apply the aforeſaid Sum of eight Thouſand ffve Hundred 
Fe Pounds, to diſcharge ſuch Warrants as ſhall be drawn on bim by the Go- 2 
1 vernor, with Advice of Council, to be paid out of the following Appro- Appropriac 
= 4 riacions, viz. the Sum of three Thauſand Pounds, part of the aforeſaid ©** ot 838 
* Sum of eight T houfand fue Hundred Pounds, ſhall be applied for the 85 


1 ayment of the Grants made or to be made by this Court, and the fur- 
- ; ther Sum of three T houſand eight Hundred Pounds, part of the afote- 
ſaid Sum of eight T h:uſand five Hundred Pounds, ſhall be applied tor | . 
diſcharge of Debts owing from this Pi 78 to Perſons that haye ſerved 2 
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462 Officers Fees. Duties of Impoſt, &c. 
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andi ſhall ſerve them by Order of this Court in ſuch Matters and Fhings 
where there is no Eſtabliſhment, nor any certain Sum aſſigned for that 
purpoſe, and for Writing, Printing and Paper for thisCourt, and ſuch Re - 
pairs of the Province Houſe, Court Houle, and Light Houſes, as ſhall be 
made by Order of the General Aſſembly and forshe LightHouſes, built 
on Thacher's Iſland; and the further Sum of one Hundred Pounds, part 
of the aforeſaid Sum of eight T houſand five Hundred Pounds ſha!l be 
applied for Commiſſaries disburſements; and the furtherSum of ſix Hun- 
dred Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum of eight T houſand five Hundred 
Pounds ſhall be applied for the payment of the expences of Fort Pownal!; 
and the further Sum of ane T houſand Pounds part of the aforeſaid Sum 
Wo "gn T houſand five Hundred Pounds fhall be applied for the pay- 
ment of His Majeſty' Council and the Members of the Houle of Repre- 
ſentatives ſerving in the Great and General Court in the prelentYear. 
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An Act for continuing an Act inticted, An Act for 

+ eſtabliſhing and regulating the Fees of the ſever! 
Officers within this Province hereafter mentioned. 


HERE. As the Ad intitled, An Act for eſtabliſhing and 75 
gulating the Fees of the ſeveral Officers within this Province 


ereafter mentioned, made in the fifth Tear of His preſent Min. 

jeſty's Reign is near expiring, and having been found uſeful and bene. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Houſe of |; «- 

Continuation: preſentatives, That the Act aforeſaid be continued, with all and ere y 


Article, Clauſe, Matter and Thing therein contain'd, and ſhall be in Forge 
from the End of the prot Seſſion of the General Aſſembly, to the End 
of the next Seſſion of the General Aſſembly, and no longer. 
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CHAP. III. 


An AQ for continuing an Act intituled, An Act for 
granting unto His Majeſty ſeveral Rates and ' Du- 
ties of Impoſt and Tonnage of Shipping. 


HEREAS the Act intitled, An AF for: granting unto His 
Preamble. Majeſty ſeveral Rates and Duties of Impoſt and Tonnage of Ship- 
ping, made in the Eleventh Year of His preſent Majeſty's Reign, will 

expire at the End of the preſent Seſſion of the General Court. 


Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Hquſe of Repre- 


Continuation. ſentatives, That the Act aforeſaid be continued, with all and every Ar- 


ticle, Clauſe, Matter and Thing therein contained, and hall be in Force 
for the Term of one Year from the twenty feyenthDay of April 1772, 
and no longer. 
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Preſervation of Oyſters. 463 
CHA? TV. — 
An Act in Addition to an Act made in the Fifth Year 
of the Reign of His preſent Majeſty, intitled, An 
Act to prevent the deſtfuction of Oyſters in the 
ſeveral Bays and Rivers hereafter mentioned wich- 
in this Province. ü | 


IJ HE R E AS it has been the practice for ſome rears paſt, for 
Perſons to come with their Veſſels and Boats into the Rivers and 
Bays, lying either in the T owns of Wellfleet, Freetown, Swanzey, Dart- 
mouth, Barnſtable, Yarmouth, and in ether of the Bays, Ports and Ri- 
vers withinthis Province, then and there to rake the Oyſter Beds, car. Recital. 
ry away from thence large Quantities f yſters; by means whereof ſaid 
Bea; are almoſt deſtyed, to the great Prejudice both of the Engliſh and 
Indian Inhabitants living in or near the IJ 9wns atoreſaid; which recited 
Act is found inſufficient to prevent the Deſtruftton vj OyNters in he iſe" reamble, 
trict of Wellfleet, in the County of Barnſtable, (within the Bay commonty 
called Pillingſgate Bay) by reaſon that many Perſons in the Diſtrid of 
Wellfleet, and in the 7 owns adjacent ts Billingſgate Bay, mate it a con- 
ſtant Practice to tate, Rate and Sweep the Oyſter beds lying within 
ſaid Billingſgate Bay, principally in ſſald Diſtrien of Wellfleet, but 
partly in the T ownſhip of Haſtham at unreaſonable Times for the ſabe 
/ Gain, by carrying Oyſters to Bolton and other Ports in hot Weather, 
in which Seajon the Oyſtrs ſo taten are not ſo wholeſome, but it more 
eſpecially prevents their Growth by taking them in the ' ime of their 
Spawning, ſo that the valuable Branch of Buſineſs of takingOyſters in 
the Bay aforementioned is in great Danger of being ſpoiled, and the 
Oyſter Beds totally ruined to the great Detriment of the Diſtrict of 
Wellfleet and T own Eaſtham, ts the prejudice of the Public in gene- 
ral : For. Prevention wheresf /or the future: 
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Heuſe of Repreſentatives, 
That if any Perfon or Perſons fhall after the firſt Day df May, and be- Forfeiture in 
fore the twentieth Day of September, Annually during the continuance of king Oyſ- 
this Act preſume to take any Oyſters in Billin ate Ray before menti- hg othe 
oned, in any Part thereof, or to take or Sweep {id Oyſter Beds within the ; 
Times herein prohibited, he or they ſhall forfeit for every Offence- the ,, * 
Sum of ten Pounds, to be recovered by Action of Debt or Preſentment 3 . 
of a Grand Jury in che County of Barn/tabie, one half thereof to him Applied 
or them that {hall Sue for the ſame or inform the Grand Jury, and the 
other half to his Majeſty for the uſe of this Government. 

Be it further enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſell or diſ- 
pole of any Oyſters taken contrary to this Act, ſhall for every Offence for- Forfeiture for 
feit forty Shillings, to be recovered by Action of Debt orPreſentment of = do 
a Grand Jury in any Court of this Province where the Offence is commit. e taken. 
ted; the laſt mentioned Forfeiture to be diſpoſed of in Manner as afore- 
mentioned. | | 

Provided always, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to hinder proviſ 
and obſtruct any of the Inhabitants of the Town of Ea/tham, or Diſtri& , 
of Wellfleet, in taking © yſters in ſaid Bay to eat Freſh in their own Fami- 
lies within the Times mentioned in this Act. N 

Tbis AR to continue and be in Force from the firſt 
to the firſt of November 1775. CHAP. 


— 


plied. 


Day of May 1772, Continuation, 
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464 Polls inGreenfield,&c. Fiſh in Piſcataqua River. 

REY "CHAP . | 

An Act to determine the Share which the Polls in 

the Diſtrict of Greenfeld ſhall pay, of the Sums to 

be Aſſeſſed in the ſaid Diſtrict for the Time therein 
eau, 8 

HERE A& the Inhabitants of the Diſtrict of Greenfield, are ap- 

pre henſive that an Aſſeſſment upon the Inhabitants of the ſaid 

Diſtrict agreeable to the general Lat of this Province reſpecting the 

Preamble. Proportion of T axes on Polls and Eſtates, (for want of a true and juſt 

Valuation) will be very unequal and oppreſſive, and has for Years paſt 

been found productive of many Evils to ſaid Diſtricte. For remedy 

Wwheredf : | LANES: i 

Be i enacted by the Governor, Council, and e of Repreſentatives, 

That the Aſſeſſors of the Diftrit of Greenfe/d, for the Time being, be 

and hereby are authorized and directed from Time to Time, to Aſſeſs on 

„the Inhabitants of ſaid Diſtrict, liable by Law to be Taxed, in the follow- 

— n ing wax 185 ary a new Valuation of the Eſtates in this Province ſhall 


ax until a be compleated, and a Tax ſhall iſſue thereon,) viz. That one Moiety of 
new Valuati- all the Taxes that ſhall hereafter be laid on ſai Diſtrict ſhall be aſſeſſed 


on. on the Polls; the other on the Eſtates Real and Per ſonal of the Inhabi- 
tants of ſaid Greenfeld ; the Aſſeſſors obſerving the ſame Rules and Di- 

b rections in all other Reſpects as — Law is already provided: And that 
every Thing the ſaid Aſſeſſors ſhall do agreeable to this AR, ſhall be 


deemed good and valid, to all Intents and Purpoſes, with the Reſttrictions 


An Act to prevent any Perſons obſtructing the Fiſh 
in their paſſing up Spruce Creek, ſo called, in a 
branch of Piſcataqua River that flows into the 


Town of Kittery, and taking and catching them 


therein with Seines. 


I HERE AS thenMethad for tating and catching Fiſh in a cer- 
| -__ . Fain branch of Piſcataqua River flewing into ſaid Kittery, called 
Preamble. SpruceCreek, with Seines, hath by experience been found greatly tending 
toi obſtruct the F iſb in their paſſing up into ſaid Creek, and thereby de- 
priving the Poorer ſort of People of the neceſſaries of Life : For 

remedy whereof, 
Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Flouſe of Repreſentatives, 
That no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, from the firſt Day of May next, 
during the continuance of this Act ſhall preſume to take, kill or hale aſhore 
Forfeiture for any Fiſh with Seines in the ſaid Creek or any part thereof, upon pain of 
takeing Fiſh Forfeiting upon each and every Offence on due Conviction thereof, the 
his AG © Sum of thirty Shilfings ; to be recovered by Action, Bill orPlaint before 
any of His Majeſty's Taſtices of the Peace for the County of 7%, the 
one half of the ſaid Forteitures to be to and for the uſe of the ſaid Ton 

of Kittery, the other half to him or them who ſhall ſue for the ſame. 
Cntinuation - This Act to continue and be in Force for the ſpace of threeYears from 


the firſt Day of May next and no longer. CHAP. 


8 Anno Regni Regis GEORGII Tertii Duodecimo. 1774 
Supplies to Eaſtern Indians. Laws revived. 465 


nen ß | £ 
An Act for continuing an Act intitled, “An Act 
for allowing neceſſary ſupplies to the Eaſtern Indi- 
ans, and for regulating Trade with them, and for 


preventing Abuſes therein“ 

IJ HERE AS the Aft intitled,“ An Act for allowing neceſſary ſup- TY 

plies to the Eaſtern Indians, and for regulating Trade with them © wn 

and for preventing Abuſes therein,” made in the fifth year of his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign, is near expiring, and the ſame having been found bene- 
Ficral for regulating the Trade with the ſame Indians. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, That the Act aforeſaid be continued with all and every 
article, clauſe, matter and thing therein contained, and ſhall ,be in force 8 
for the term of one Year from the twenty- eighth of April One thouſand e 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy- two, and from thence to the end of the then 
next Seſſion of the General Court and no longer. 


- hat 


— 


133 1 3 * 
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| CHAP VIII. 
An Act for reviving and continuing ſundry Law 
har are expired or near expinng. ... :, 
74 HE RE AS the ſeveral Acts herein after mentiongd, which 


are nowexpiredor near expiring bave been found uſeful andbeneficial, 22 2 
Viz. One Act made in the thirteenth Year of the hogs of his late Ma- 


N 14. To prevent 
jeſty King George the Second, intitled an Act for the effectual preventing Horſes, &c. 


of Horſes, neat Cattle, Sheep andSwine, from running at large, or feed- ↄn Plumb Iſ- 
ing upon a certain Iſland called Plumb-Iſland, lying in perch Bay in _ art” 
the County of Ee: One Att made in the fourteenth Year of the ſame : 


| - To prevent 
Reign, intitled, an Act to prevent Damage being done to the Harbour of Damage to 


Cape Cod. by Cattle and Horſe-kind feeding on Province Town Land: Pr mad o·⁰ 
Three Acts made in the ſixteenth Year of the ſame Reign ; one intitled, . 

* 8 
an At in addition to an Act for rendering more effectual, an Act for regu- Affize ofCak, 
lating the Aſſize of Caſk, and preventing Deceit in packing of Fiſh, Beef & preventing 
and Pork for Sale, made in the fourth Year of the Reign of King William wag "gear 
and Queen Mary ; and allo for preventing Fraud and Injuſtice in the — 9 —. 
meaſuring of Grain; another AR intitled, an Act to prevent Damage be- Grain. 
ing done unto Billing gate Bay in the Town of Eaſtham, by Cattle and To prevent 
Horſe-kind and Sheep, feeding on the Beach and Iſlands adjoining there. mge on 


. | l >  EaſthamBeach 
to; the other Act intitled, an Act to prevent the multiplicity of LawSuits - . _— 


Two Adds made in the ſeventeenth Year of the ſame Reign; one intitled, Law Suits. 
an Act for preventing Miſchief by unruly Dogs on theIſland of Nantucket ; To prevent 


inti - . . . miſchief b 
the other Act intituled, an Act for preventing the Deſtruction of White Pine Dogs 1 AP 
Trees within this Province, and fo- encouraging the Preſervation of them of Nanrucker. 


for the Uſe of the Royal Navy: One Act made in the eighteenth Year White Pine 
of the ſame Reign, intitled, an Act in addition to an AR for preventing e 


Damage to the Harbour of Cape- Cod, by Cattle and Horſe- kind feeding 3 


on Province Town Lands: One Act made in the twentieth Year of the bourCape Cod. 
ſame Reign, intitled, an Act to prevent Damage being done unto Neſſet To preventda- 
Meadow by Cattle and Horſe kind feeding on the Beach adjoining there- dd i Nie- 


a 0 dow. 
to: Two Ads made in the twenty-fourth Year of the ſame Reign; one ge per: of 


intitled, an Act providing for the n of Miniſters in New Plantations; Miniſters. 
6 e | the 


* » 


- 
- * 
. 
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. 82 D— | 


f 5 : = | Act for Regu- the == Act indted; all ai hy. bs ah regulating "Fences, 
_. lating Fences Car e, Se. One Act alen e th i aha of the fan 
22 de ea. Ml n AR to empoer Urne Mectig: Hok "ori 


Wed power m- ON Farin in 3 Cee Rented Mr. Dudley: de offici- 
. 1 —— * * do taiſe Mon defrey Miniſte i al and other nee .Charg es: 
1 nd - Lam Thees Atts 8235 in t A ce Arn th Year of the lame Reign, de in- 
1 AG for fecur- titled, an Act for the ſecuring the! Growth arid Increaſe of Certa Par, 
. | * RED! eel of Wood and Timber ute Town a ich and MNenbam, in 
1 m. ne Cod 


| | off another Ack ihtitl I 5 | 
= der in/prwich e Nen ay the tnber need, at. A Das 


1 AA Being\done on che Beach; Hamocks and Meadows belonging to the 
= ease er Townof Seifuate, y Nu bermeen the Southerly End of the thid-Clifi/{o, 
"| | " Pot&PearlAſh tallsd; and the much df the Nortli River : Two Ads made in the chir- 
3 A440 reren teh Yew ofthis fame Reign, ane intitled, an AR for further regulating 


$4 » Þ jar tothe 


at Sci, dle Cour ſe bf Jadicial Proceedings ; the other Act intitled, an Ac to pre- 
| 8 vont Dimage being done n y in the'Fown of Ea ham, 
— AAtoregalar by Carts Horſe-kind and Sheep: ding on the Beach and Iſlands 


. adjoining thereto : One Act made in the thirty, firſt Year of the ſame 

133 ceedings. Act in addition to the ſeveral Acts for the better 
| Act to prevent [ating the Cadiens - One Act made in the thirty-ſecond Year of the ſame 
2 Reign intitle, an Act in addition to an AR intitled,'an Act for the regula- 
— IE. ting of Fences, Cattle &c. One Act made in the thirty-third Year of the 
ham. ſame Reign intitled, an A& to apr Damage being done on a Beach at 
a 7—— regu- Monument Pond in the Townſhip of Pymaut h, lying between tiꝛe Lands 
a {6 the late Thomas Clark and Joſe epb Bartlet Deceaſed, and on a certain 
of Fon Tract of marſhy Ground lying under Water there: TwoAQs made in the 
= tele e., firſt Lear of his preſent Maj roy s Reign; one intitled; an A for pre- 
2 venting the Stealing and Clandeſtinely conveying Sheep away from Ne 
— = wor Hand of Martha's Vineyard, in Dukes County; the other Act intitled, 
AR to prevent 4 Ac eſtabliſhing a Watch for the Safety and better. ſecuring the Good 
— a Order of the Town of Boſton : Two Acts made in the fourth Year of the 
| Vun ae ſaid” Ren; one intitled, an AQ to empower the Proprietors of the Meet- 
5 Me eſtabliſh- ing-Houſs in the Town of Newbury-Pert, where the Reverend Mr. 
ing Watch in nathan Parſons officiates, to raiſe Money to defray Miniſterial and 
the” Town” of other neceſſary Charges; the other Act intitled, an Act in addition ro the 
- Benn. & intitled, an Act to prevent the unneceſſary Deſtruction of Alewives in 
5 in — — the Town of Midaleborough: One Act made in the ninth. Year of the 
f — —_ Meet- faid Reign intitled, an Act to empower the Eaſt Precin& in Salem, where 
mga Newbu- the Reverend Mr. James Diman now officiates, to raiſe Money for de- 
* | 7a + rey Miniſterial and other neceſſary Charges of ſaid Precinct. 
75 the diftruRion Ps, therefore enacted by the Governor, 2 and Houſe of Re- 
of Alewives i in eser That ſuch of the before mentioned Ads as ate now expired 
Mildleborough. be revived; and ſuch of the ſaid Acts as ate not yet expired be continued, 
PENS — "the Baſt with all and every Clauſe, Matter and Thing therein reſpectively con- 
3 Precinet in tained, and ſhall be in Forge until the firſt Day of November, One thou- 
„ © Sud. ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, and from thence to the. end of the 
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Act for Regu- 
lating Fences Carle, &c. 


and Cattle. 
Act to em- 
wer the 


proprietors of 

the firſtpariſh Th 
title 
ing thegrowth oel Wood 
of 165 5 wh me. Cov 

ber inIphwich of Nor- 


in Salem. 
A& for ſecur- 


and Wenham. 


damage tothe 


Beach at Sci- 


Act toregulate 
the courſe of 
Judicial Pro- 
ceedings. 

Act to prevent 


we l 


© | Pain in Salem, Where che, Reverend Me. Dudicy Leaqvit' now offici- 
aiſe Money d defrey Mioiſterial and: other neceſſary Charges: 


vont 
vy Cattle and Aorſe-kind and Sheep | 
adjoining thereto : One Act made in che thirty-firſt Year of the ſame 


? r * 
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che other AR intitled, an” Net ig adden a Kc for regulating Fences, 


One Act made in the (wen 
AR to empower the Pre 


* 


-feventh Year, of the ſame Reign, 
e cad of the Meeting Houſe in e 


As made in the twenty: eiglith Year of the, lame Reign, one in- 


an Act for the ſecuring the Growth and Increaſe of a certain Par- 


ber iu be Tawnſhipot Ipſwich and Nenbam, in 


beard Alg de en prevent Pa- 


Act appoint- Being\done on che chr ocks and M | louging to the 
ing aſſayers of Town of Scituate, lyin 
Pets Pearl Aſh Talled; and the mouth 


ent of the fame Reign, one intitled, an AQ for farther regulating 


Southerly End of che third Cliſi ſo 
wer: TWO Acts made in the chir- 


of 


che Cour ſe of Judicial Proceedings ; the other Ac intitled, an Act to pre- 


ed, an Act in addition to the ſeveral AQs for rhe better regu 


lating the Indians : One AR made in che thirty-ſecond Year of the lame 


damage to Bi. Reign intitled, an AR in addition to an AR intirled, an Act for the regula- 


ling ſgateBay in 
Town of Eaft- 


ham. 


ting of Fences, Cattle &c. One AQ made in the thirty-third Year of the 
Game Reign incitled, an A& to pee Damage being done on a Beach at 
Monument Ponds, in the Tovyn 


io of Plymouth, lying between teLands 


lating Indians f the late T hm Clark and Joſeph Bartlet Decealed, and on 2 certain 


A for regu- 
lating of Fen- 
ces, Cattle &. 


nument Ponds 


£ 


* 


& of marſhy Ground lying u er Water chere: Two ess made in ihe 
frſt Lear of his preſent Majelty's Reign, one intitled, an R for pre- 


g the Stealing and Clandeſtinely conveying Sheep away from the 
damage at Mo- Iſlan . | ; 


of Martha's V ineyard, in Dukes County; the other Act intitled, 


in A& eſtabliſhing a Watch for che Safety and better. ſecuring the Good 


at Martha's ſuid Reign; one intitled, an AQ to empower the Proprietors of the Meet- 


Vineyard. 


Ad  abliſh- ing-Houſe in the Town of Newbury-Port, where the Reverend Mr. 


Jonathan Parſons. officiates, to raiſe Money io rd. Miniſterial and 
of other neceſſary Charges; the other Act intitled, an A 


Been. Add intitled, an Act to prevent the unneceſſary Deſtrudtion of Alewives in 


Act empowe 


1 IF 
b ower- e Town of 
inge cet. faid Reign intitled, an Act to empow er the Faſt Precinct in Salem, where 
ing in Newbu- the Ri 
Hei 


Act to prevent 


pr 


of the Meet- 
ry-Port. 
the diſtruction 


of Alewives in 
Middleborough. he 


Middleborough : One Act made in the ninth- Year of the 


eyerend Mr. James Diman now officiates, to raiſe Money for de- 


Miniſterial and other neceſſary Charges of ſaid Precinct. 


therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and Houfe of Re- 
atarives, That ſuch of the before mentioned Res as are now expired 


revived; and ſuch of the ſaid AQts as are not yet expired be continued, 


AQ empe ag with all and every Clauſe, Matter and Thing therein teſpectively con- 


ing the 


Precinct in tained, and ſhall be in Forge until the firſt Day of November, One thou- 


Salem. 
Continued to 


| [ : 
's * - 


iſtNpv. 1775» then 


ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, and from thence to the end of the 
n next Seſſion of the General Court, and no longer. 


N60 
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